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Abstract

“Among technology’s dubious gifts to the 20th century is an ever-growing array of devices for

snooping: wiretapping refinements, tiny movie cameras, camera film that takes pictures in the

dark, microphones so sensitive that they can pick up a whisper through a masonry wall, tape

recorders so compact that they will fit into a coat pocket.
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“Among technology’s dubious gifts to the 20th century is an ever-growing array of devices for

snooping: wiretapping refinements, tiny movie cameras, camera film that takes pictures in the

dark, microphones so sensitive that they can pick up a whisper through a masonry wall, tape

recorders so compact that they will fit into a coat pocket. Long before 1984, the state of affairs

depicted by novelist George Orwell will be a technological possibility: ‘you had to live. . .in the

assumption that every sound you made was overheard. . .every moment scrutinized.’

Sooner or later, free societies must deal with the

danger that increasingly sensitive electronic eyes and ears may destroy personal freedom by

annihilating privacy. This whole field of technological surveillance needs legislative attention. The

Government cannot be given unlimited power to peep and to pry. ‘The greatest dangers to liberty,’

wrote Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis with reference to wiretapping, ‘lurk in insidious

encroachment by men of zeal.’ But the government needs some power to balance the criminal’s

new advantages to conspiracy against the national security.”

Time Magazine, “The Debate on Wiretapping,” January 4, 1954

Who would have thought a mainstream magazine article written during the height of the cold war

would someday read like a liberal manifesto?

JSA
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[image: ]Sooner or later, free societies must deal with the danger that increasingly sensitive electronic eyes and ears may destroy personal freedom by annihilating privacy.  This whole field of technological surveillance needs legislative attention.  The Government cannot be given unlimited power to peep and to pry.  ‘The greatest dangers to liberty,’ wrote Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis with reference to wiretapping, ‘lurk in insidious encroachment by men of zeal.’ But the government needs some power to balance the criminal’s new advantages to conspiracy against the national security.”


Time Magazine, “The Debate on Wiretapping,” January 4, 1954


Who would have thought a mainstream magazine article written during the height of the cold war would someday read like a liberal manifesto?
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