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Abstract

Today’s post from Damien Keane marks the first in our recurrent series, “Live from the SHC” which
will broadcast the research of this year’s Fellows at Cornell University’'s Society for the Humanities,
directed by Timothy Murray, whose theme for 2011-2012 is “Sound: Culture, Theory, Practice,
Politics.”
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Sounding Out! - Sounds Difficult: James Joyce and Modernism’s Recorded Legacy

Today’s post from Damien Keane marRs the first in our recurrent
series, “Live from the SHC,” which will broadcast the research of this year’s Fellows at Cornell
University’s Society for the Humanities, directed by Timothy Murray, whose theme for 2011-2012 is
“Sound: Culture, Theory, Practice, Politics.” The Society’s Fellows study a diverse range of sound
studies topics: the relationship between sound and urban space, the moment when musical sound
enters (and exits) the body, the sound of popular culture in interwar Egypt, the role of sound in
constructing pious Muslim communities in secular European countries, and the manipulation of
sound by “circuit benders”-to name just a few of the projects being researched up at the A.D.
White House (To see the full list of Fellows, click here. To see the slate of SHC courses being taught
at Cornell this year, click here). To allow our readers the opportunity to listen in to the goings on
at the SHC, Sounding Out!’s correspondent on the inside, Editor-in-Chief and SHC Fellow Jennifer
Stoever-Ackerman, will be curating the online conversation amongst the fellows about their
current research (and, of course, their sonic guilty pleasures)-so look (and listen) for it on selected
Mondays from now through May 2012. =JSA

Anyone remember these? "Gramophone" by
Flickr User My Little Finger

| began asking my students how many of them had turntables almost nine years ago, when, as a
graduate student teaching a course on the twentieth century, | found myself seventy pages into
Dracula and having to explain what a phonograph is: then, only one or two hands went up, or
half-up, in response to the question. A year ago, when | put this question to students in a course
on modernism, fully two-thirds of the thirty-five students in the room raised their hands -
although more than a few of them also believed that Steve Jobs had invented the mp3. Even
allowing for self-selection and/or misrepresentation on their part, and for a soft form of
administrative research and/or miscounting on my part, this swing is quite dramatic.
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Sounding Out! - Sounds Difficult: James Joyce and Modernism’s Recorded Legacy

But what | find intriguing about the uptick is how it tracks with an equally dramatic rise in the use
of a kind of allusion in commentaries about the effects of digital media on education. | am
referring to those parenthetical asides that so often follow mention of residual technologies such
as turntables and albums (e.g. “anyone remember those?”). While these asides are delivered in the
manner of a stand-up comic doing material about blind dates or the post office, they serve to
euphemize powerful attitudes about technology and what it is to be modern that are even less
funny than such shtick, perhaps most directly by assuming the unqualified and unimpeachable
newness of the present. Asking if anyone remembers the record player - or the chalkboard or the
library or the secretarial staff — takes for granted that you've already taken it to the next level,
having left off your turntable with parietals and rumble seats.

The limited edition of Joyce's
_Anna Livia Plurabelle_
(1928). All further images by
the author, Damien Keane

Which brings me to the gramophone recording that James Joyce made of the ending of Anna Livia
Plurabelle, an episode of what would eventually become Finnegans Wake. Joyce had begun
publishing pieces of his work in progress in 1924, and the Anna Livia Plurabelle section was by far
the most visible of these, having appeared in several variant forms by the turn of the decade.
Among these were its publication as a stand-alone, limited edition book in 1928, and the release
of the recording that had been made at C.K. Ogden’s Orthological Institute in Cambridge, as a
double-sided twelve-inch gramophone disc in 1929. Each did surprisingly well, and in tandem
they helped to secure acceptance of Joyce's formally challenging aesthetic procedures among
readers. Indeed, some in the literary field, such as T.S. Eliot, hoped that recordings of authors’
readings would soon supplant, or at least augment, the market for limited and deluxe editions.

https://doi.org/10.59350/c83b2-87m27 Page 3


https://soundstudies.wordpress.com/2012/01/30/sounds-difficult-james-joyce-and-modernisms-recorded-legacy/attachment/001/
https://doi.org/10.59350/c83b2-87m27



		
 		
			
								
					Sounding Out!
				
				pushing sound studies into the red since 2009
			


			
						About

			About Us


			Editorial Collective
	
				Jennifer Lynn Stoever


				Liana M. Silva


				Aaron Trammell


	





			Editorial Statement


			Contact


			People
	
				Writers
		
					Writers A-N
			
						A-B
				
							Kemi Adeyemi


							Kaj Ahlsved


							Wanda Alarcon


							Andrew Albin


							Kevin Allred


							Eddy Francisco Alvarez Jr.


							Tim Anderson


							Kevin Archer


							Michael Austin


							Gina Arnold


							Shauna Bahssin


							Kathleen Battles


							Benjamin Bean


							Airek Beauchamp


							Tara Betts


							Colin Black


							Thomas Blake


							China Blue


							Trevor Boffone


							Yvon Bonenfant


							Marcus Boon


							Esther Bourdages


							Bill Bahng Boyer


							Regina N. Bradley


							Mark Brantner


							Alejandra Bronfman


							Cassie J. Brownell


							Justin D Burton


				





						C
				
							C.L. Cardinale


							Leonardo Cardoso


							andré carrington


							Aaron Carter-Ényì


							Dolores Inés Casillas


							Daniel Cavicchi


							Steph Ceraso


							Rui Chaves


							Maria P. Chaves Daza


							Norma Coates


							Debra Rae Cohen


							Maile Costa Colbert


							James Cook


							Claire Cooley


							Gabrielle Cornish


							Ian Coss


							Rui Costa


							Adam Craig


							Ashon Crawley


				





						D-E
				
							Mark Davidson


							Marcia Dawkins


							Monica De La Torre


							Mike D’Errico


							Peter DiCola


							Jacqueline Dowdell


							George Drake Jr.


							Meghan Drury


							Ian Dunham


							Justin Eckstein


							Christine Ehrick


							Samantha Ege


							Nina Sun Eidsheim


							Lawrence English


							Marcella Ernest


							Everything Sounds


				





						F-G
				
							Ziad Fahmy


							David Font-Navarrete


							Rob Ford


							Juan Sebastian Ferrada


							Nicole Furlonge


							Milton Garcés


							Luis-Manuel Garcia


							Jennifer Garcon


							Josh Garrett-Davis


							Erik Granly Jensen


							Christina Giacona


							Denise Gill


							Mike Glennon


							Benjamin Gold


							Kaleb Goldschmitt


							Travis Gosa


							Carolina Guerrero


							Norie Guthrie and Scott Carlson


				





						H
				
							Michelle Habell-Pallán


							David Hadbawnik


							Mack Hagood


							Magz Hall


							Fabiola Hanna


							Brían Hanrahan


							Steven Hammer


							Melissa Helquist


							David Hendy


							Yessica Garcia Hernandez


							Bridget Hoida


							Shakira Holt


							Seth S. Horowitz


							Joshua Hudelson


							John Hyland


				





						J-K
				
							Katharine Jager


							Priya Jaikumar


							Robin James


							Gabriela Jimenez


							Imani Kai Johnson


							Randolph Jordan


							Jeanette S. Jouili


							Loren Kajikawa


							Damien Keane


							Amanda Keeler


							Elizabeth Keenan


							Sarah Kessler


							Roshanak Kheshti


							Dorothy Kim


							Bill Kirkpatrick


							Nicholas Knouf


							Melle Jan Kromhout


							Danijela Kulezic-Wilson


				





						L-Mi
				
							Caleb Lázaro Moreno


							Rebecca Lentjes


							Nati Linares


							Mary Caton Lingold


							Jay Loomis


							Eric Lott


							Bronwen Low


							Enongo Lumumba-Kasongo


							Ashley Luthers


							Marit J. MacArthur


							Alexis Deighton MacIntyre


							Owen Marshall


							Carter Mathes


							Tom McEnaney


							Marci McMahon


							Leslie McMurtry


							John Melillo


							Asa Mendelsohn


							Aurelio Meza


							Jeb Middlebrook


							Bonnie Millar


							April Miller


							Lee M. Miller


							Gabriel Salomon Mindel


				





						Mo-N
				
							Dave Molk


							David Mollin


							Madison Moore


							Nancy Morales


							Kristin Moriah


							Roger Moseley


							Seth Mulliken


							Timothy Murray


							Jordan Musser


							Sionne Neely


							Elizabeth Newton


							Tavia Nyong’o


				





			





					Writers O-Z
			
						O-R
				
							Michael O’Brien


							Julia Grella O’Connell


							Mandie O’Connell


							Linda O’Keeffe


							Josh Ottum


							Priscilla Peña Ovalle


							Osvaldo Oyola


							Marla Pagán-Mattos


							Andreas Pape


							James Parker 


							Leonard J. Paul


							Caroline Pinkston


							Samantha Pinto


							Murray Pomerance


							Scott Poulson-Bryant


							Primus Luta


							Lucreccia Quintanilla


							Iván Ramos


							Anthony W. Rasmussen


							Ian Rawes


							Lilian Radovac


							Marlen Ríos-Hernández


							AO Roberts


							Tara Rodgers


							Christopher Roman


							Pablo Roman-Alcala


							Alexander Russo


				





						S
				
							reina alejandra prado saldivar


							Andrew J. Salvati


							Ted Sammons


							Luz María Sánchez


							Michelle Sauer


							Jentery Sayers


							Meg Schedel


							Holger Schulze


							A. Brad Schwartz


							Cam Scott


							Sarah Mayberry Scott


							D. Travers Scott


							Susana Sepulveda


							Christina Sharpe


							Rebecca Shores


							Shayna Silverstein


							Aram Sinnreich


							Phillip Sinitiere


							Jonathan Skinner


							Jacob Smith


							Suzanne E. Smith


							Emmanuelle Sonntag


							Gustavus Stadler


							Justyna Stasiowska


							Jonathan Sterne


							Andy Kelleher Stuhl


							Pavitra Sundar


							Rajna Swaminathan


							Karl Swinehart


				





						T-Z
				
							Dustin Tahmahkera


							Ariel Taub


							Toniesha L. Taylor


							Karen Tongson


							Alexander J. Ullman


							Vanessa K. Valdés


							Shawn VanCour


							Neil Verma


							J. Martin Vest


							Salomé Voegelin


							Laura Wagner


							Gayle Wald


							Daniel A. Walzer


							Yun Emily Wang


							Jon M. Wargo


							Eric Weisbard


							Alex Werth


							Kimberly Williams


							Ben Wright


							Nabeel Zuberi


							Christie Zwahlen


				





			





		





				Guest Editors
		
					Airek Beauchamp


					Justin D Burton


					Luis-Manuel Garcia


					Magz Hall


					Dorothy Kim


					Tom McEnaney


					Christopher Roman


					Katherine Spring


					Neil Verma


		





				Podcasters
		
					Frank Bridges


					Leonardo Cardoso


					Brooke Carlson


					Maile Colbert


					David B. Greenberg


					K. A. Laity


					Eric Leonardson


					Sonia Li


					Monteith McCollum


					Andrea Medrado


					Nick Mizer


					Leonard J. Paul


					Craig Shank


					Jennifer Lynn Stoever


					H. Cecilia Suhr


					James Tlsty


					Salomé Voegelin


					Naomi Waltham-Smith


					Daniel A. Walzer


					Cynthia Wang


					Anne Zeitz


		





				Advisory Board


				Associate Book Review Editor


				Interns
		
					Spring 2025 Interns
			
						Sean Broder


						Alex Calovi


			





					Former Interns
			
						Shauna Bahssin


						Kaitlyn Liu


						Mikal McKay


						Jenna Perez


						Daniel Santos


						Dhruv Sehgal


						Hannah Srulevich


						Michele Quiles


						Kamryn Scott


						Ariel Taub


						James Tlsty


						Allison Young


			





		





	











		Resources

			Sounding Out Index


			Cite SO!


			SO! QR Code


			Teaching SO!


			SO! Reads: Book Review Index


			Click for Series and Forums Index








		Podcast

			Podcast Editorial Statement


			Podcast Episode Guide


			Regular Podcasters
	
				Marcella Ernest


	











		Submit

			To Blog (PAUSED AS OF 12/16)


			To Podcast


			CFP Archive
	
				Call For Pitches for SO!’s Print Volume + Blog: Sonic Presents Due 30 JAN 2023


				EXTENDED!! CFP: Hate and NonHuman Listening, Due 14 July 2025


				EXTENDED through 11/30 CFP: “Racial Bias in Speech AI,” Due 15 Nov 2022


				CFP: The Grain of the Audiobook, Due 7 OCT 2019


				CFP: Mingus Ah Um at 60, Due 5/20/19


				CFP: Soundwalking While POC, Due 12/3/18


				CFP: No Pare, Sigue Sigue: Spanish Rap & Sound Studies, Due 10/1/2018


				CFP: Amplifying Du Bois at 150, Due 5/1/18


				CFP: Gendered Sounds of South Asia, Due 7/15/17


				CFP: Sound in the K-12 School, Due 4/15/2017


				CFP: Sound, Ability, and Emergence, Due 1/15/17


				CFP: Punk Sound, Due 9/15/16


				CFP: Digital Humanities and Listening, Due 4/10/16


				CFP: Medieval Sound, Due 11/15/15


				CFP: Sound and Affect, Due 8/15/15


				CFP: Gendered Voices, 12/15/2014


				2014-2015 Call for Guest Editors!


				CFP: Round Circle of Resonance: José Esteban Muñoz, 9/15/14


				CFP: Sound and Surveillance, 7/15/14


				CFP: Sound and Pleasure, 4/15/14


				ASA/SCMS Call for SO! Guest Editors Due 11/21


				CFP: Sound and Cities, 11/15/13


				CFP: Sound and Play 7/15


				CFP: Sound and Sports, 4/15/13


				CFP: Sound and Creative Processes, 1/1/13
		
					CFP: Aural Tricks and Sonic Treats, 9/1/11


		





				CFP: Sound and Pedagogy, 7/1/12


	











		Creative Commons License


		Home




							

		

	

		
		[image: ]
	

	
	
		
			
			
				001


				
				Published  January 23, 2012 at 179 × 258 in Sounds Difficult: James Joyce and Modernism’s Recorded Legacy				 | Leave a comment
				

				
					
											
							« Previous

							Next »

							

						

																[image: ]

													
								The limited edition of Joyce’s Anna Livia Plurabelle (1928), All images by the author


							

											

					Share this:

		
				Share on Reddit (Opens in new window)
				Reddit
			

		


		
				Share on Bluesky (Opens in new window)
				Bluesky
			

		
				Share on Threads (Opens in new window)
				Threads
			

		[image: ]


		


		Share on Tumblr

		
				Email a link to a friend (Opens in new window)
				Email
			

		
				Print (Opens in new window)
				Print
			

		






Like Loading...


									

			


				
	
	
		
		Leave a comment Cancel reply








			
			


Δ



	

	This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your comment data is processed.




					

	



	
	
		
			




		

		
					

		
					

		
					

		

	



	
		
			
				Sounding Out!


			

			
				Website Powered by WordPress.com. 


			

			

		

	









	

		
	

		
		
										
						
														Comment						
						
					


											
								
			
			Subscribe
		
		
			
			Subscribed
		
							
							

							
															
													
			
				[image: ]				Sounding Out!			
		


										

									
																						Join 9,528 other subscribers

																					
										
										

										
										
										
										
																				
											
												Sign me up											
										

									

											
										
											Already have a WordPress.com account? Log in now.										

									


								


															

						

					


											
						
														Privacy						
						
					


									
								
					

					
						
										
			
				[image: ]				Sounding Out!			
		


										
										
			
			Subscribe
		
		
			
			Subscribed
		
								


																Sign up


									Log in


																		
										
											Copy shortlink
											
										
									


																		
									
										Report this content									
								


																	
									
										View post in Reader									
								


																	
									Manage subscriptions
								


																		Collapse this bar


														


					

				

			


		


	

	


	
	
							

			
			
								
					
						
			
	














	
	%d




	 
[image: ]


		 	




Sounding Out! - Sounds Difficult: James Joyce and Modernism’s Recorded Legacy

a0 LOGICA

JAMES JOYCE
Reading

* Anna Livia-Plurabelle"

Past 11

Pt vi Englain wy
The Gromopiving T, L
wlagni, Hiileas

Papape; C

The label for side 2 of ALP gramophone
recording (1929)

The fact that recordings did not replace books would be of little interest now, were it not for the
way that their relationship in 1929 neatly conjures the supposedly defining trait of our own
moment: the demise of one media epoch and the emergence of another (and with economic
catastrophe at hand, too). Yet it is the gramophone recording - the “new media” format of that
past moment - that is considered thoroughly obsolete today. What then can be said about the
“listening history” of the recording? How has the sound of Joyce's recorded reading interacted with
perceptions of the readerly difficulty of the text, which, whether rightly or wrongly, are the pre-
eminent “mode” through which readers approach Finnegans Wake? Put simply, if reading the text
Is hard, is listening to a recorded reading of that text hard?

https://youtu.be/JtOQi7xspRc
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Sounding Out! - Sounds Difficult: James Joyce and Modernism’s Recorded Legacy

The front cover of Hazel Felman’s
setting of ALP (1935)

In thinking about these questions, what catches my attention is the slippage between different
senses of “difficulty,” between the positive inflections of literary difficulty and the negative
connotations of sonic interference. Contemporary listeners tend to emphasize the crackles and
pops that compete with the sound of Joyce’s voice and its language, and thereby locate

the “difficulty” of the recorded reading in the sound of the recording itself. It is as though the
recording medium actually impedes access to Joyce's language or somehow imposes itself
between the listener and his voice - despite the fact that the medium enables this access in the
first place. This is to say, the “low” fidelity of the recording of Joyce’s voice simply cannot
reproduce the literary experience of Joyce's prose, that most elusive, or rarified, object of
speculation. (Is it the singularity of literature or is it Memorex?) Today's default reaction to the
recorded reading might be juxtaposed to a much earlier response, Hazel Felman'’s setting of the
very end of the passage for piano and voice, published in 1935. Here is her explanation of the
genesis of her composition:

The emotional reaction | experienced on hearing a recording which James Joyce made of the last
pages of ANNA LIVIA PLURABELLE was profound. As | listened to the record time and again, the
conviction grew upon me that if | could re-create in music the mood that the author creates
when he reads the closing chapters of ANNA LIVIA PLURABELLE, | would be justified in translating
into a musical idiom what already seemed to be sheer music.
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Sounding Out! - Sounds Difficult: James Joyce and Modernism’s Recorded Legacy

A Close-Up of Felman's Music

Felman'’s response pivots on the aural clarity of the Anna Livia Plurabelle recording - she notes,
for example, that D is used as a pedal point in the setting because Joyce's voice modulates around

a pitch of D in the recording - and the “sheer music” she heard there was mediated by that very
recording.

The ending of Felman'’s setting,
including D pedal points.

Almost eighty years after Felman, today’s hi-fi listeners more often hear in the recording only a
poor realization of Joyce’s text, a judgment that has nothing to do with Joyce’s performance and
everything to do with the grossly uneven staking of the recording’s semiotic content against its
materiality. Yet we do well to recall that surface noise is just as “modernist” as Joyce's innovative
prose. Why do we always forget that? To ask this question brings us back to turntables and
students. (Anyone remember them?)
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[image: ]Today’s post from Damien Keane marks the first in our recurrent series, “Live from the SHC,” which will broadcast the research of this year’s Fellows at Cornell University’s Society for the Humanities,  directed by Timothy Murray, whose theme for 2011-2012 is “Sound: Culture, Theory, Practice, Politics.”   The Society’s Fellows study a diverse range of sound studies topics: the relationship between sound and urban space, the moment when musical sound enters (and exits) the body, the sound of popular culture in interwar Egypt, the role of sound in constructing pious Muslim communities in secular European countries, and the manipulation of sound by “circuit benders”–to name just a few of the projects being researched up at the A.D. White House (To see the full list of Fellows, click here.  To see the slate of SHC courses being taught at Cornell this year, click here).  To allow our readers the opportunity to listen in to the goings on at the SHC, Sounding Out!‘s correspondent on the inside, Editor-in-Chief and SHC Fellow Jennifer Stoever-Ackerman, will be curating the online conversation amongst the fellows about their current research (and, of course, their sonic guilty pleasures)–so look (and listen) for it on selected Mondays from now through May 2012. –JSA
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I began asking my students how many of them had turntables almost nine years ago, when, as a graduate student teaching a course on the twentieth century, I found myself seventy pages into Dracula and having to explain what a phonograph is: then, only one or two hands went up, or half-up, in response to the question. A year ago, when I put this question to students in a course on modernism, fully two-thirds of the thirty-five students in the room raised their hands – although more than a few of them also believed that Steve Jobs had invented the mp3. Even allowing for self-selection and/or misrepresentation on their part, and for a soft form of administrative research and/or miscounting on my part, this swing is quite dramatic.


But what I find intriguing about the uptick is how it tracks with an equally dramatic rise in the use of a kind of allusion in commentaries about the effects of digital media on education. I am referring to those parenthetical asides that so often follow mention of residual technologies such as turntables and albums (e.g. “anyone remember those?”). While these asides are delivered in the manner of a stand-up comic doing material about blind dates or the post office, they serve to euphemize powerful attitudes about technology and what it is to be modern that are even less funny than such shtick, perhaps most directly by assuming the unqualified and unimpeachable newness of the present. Asking if anyone remembers the record player – or the chalkboard or the library or the secretarial staff – takes for granted that you’ve already taken it to the next level, having left off your turntable with parietals and rumble seats.


[image: ]The limited edition of Joyce's _Anna Livia Plurabelle_ (1928). All further images by the author, Damien Keane



Which brings me to the gramophone recording that James Joyce made of the ending of Anna Livia Plurabelle, an episode of what would eventually become Finnegans Wake. Joyce had begun publishing pieces of his work in progress in 1924, and the Anna Livia Plurabelle section was by far the most visible of these, having appeared in several variant forms by the turn of the decade. Among these were its publication as a stand-alone, limited edition book in 1928, and the release of the recording that had been made at C.K. Ogden’s Orthological Institute in Cambridge, as a double-sided twelve-inch gramophone disc in 1929. Each did surprisingly well, and in tandem they helped to secure acceptance of Joyce’s formally challenging aesthetic procedures among readers. Indeed, some in the literary field, such as T.S. Eliot, hoped that recordings of authors’ readings would soon supplant, or at least augment, the market for limited and deluxe editions.


[image: ]The label for side 2 of ALP gramophone recording (1929)



The fact that recordings did not replace books would be of little interest now, were it not for the way that their relationship in 1929 neatly conjures the supposedly defining trait of our own moment: the demise of one media epoch and the emergence of another (and with economic catastrophe at hand, too). Yet it is the gramophone recording – the “new media” format of that past moment – that is considered thoroughly obsolete today. What then can be said about the “listening history” of the recording? How has the sound of Joyce’s recorded reading interacted with perceptions of the readerly difficulty of the text, which, whether rightly or wrongly, are the pre-eminent “mode” through which readers approach Finnegans Wake? Put simply, if reading the text is hard, is listening to a recorded reading of that text hard?



.


[image: ]The front cover of Hazel Felman’s setting of ALP (1935)



In thinking about these questions, what catches my attention is the slippage between different senses of “difficulty,” between the positive inflections of literary difficulty and the negative connotations of sonic interference. Contemporary listeners tend to emphasize the crackles and pops that compete with the sound of Joyce’s voice and its language, and thereby locate the “difficulty” of the recorded reading in the sound of the recording itself. It is as though the recording medium actually impedes access to Joyce’s language or somehow imposes itself between the listener and his voice – despite the fact that the medium enables this access in the first place. This is to say, the “low” fidelity of the recording of Joyce’s voice simply cannot reproduce the literary experience of Joyce’s prose, that most elusive, or rarified, object of speculation. (Is it the singularity of literature or is it Memorex?) Today’s default reaction to the recorded reading might be juxtaposed to a much earlier response, Hazel Felman’s setting of the very end of the passage for piano and voice, published in 1935. Here is her explanation of the genesis of her composition:


The emotional reaction I experienced on hearing a recording which James Joyce made of the last pages of ANNA LIVIA PLURABELLE was profound. As I listened to the record time and again, the conviction grew upon me that if I could re-create in music the mood that the author creates when he reads the closing chapters of ANNA LIVIA PLURABELLE, I would be justified in translating into a musical idiom what already seemed to be sheer music.




[image: ]A Close-Up of Felman's Music



Felman’s response pivots on the aural clarity of the Anna Livia Plurabelle recording – she notes, for example, that D is used as a pedal point in the setting because Joyce’s voice modulates around a pitch of D in the recording – and the “sheer music” she heard there was mediated by that very recording.


[image: ]The ending of Felman’s setting, including D pedal points.



Almost eighty years after Felman, today’s hi-fi listeners more often hear in the recording only a poor realization of Joyce’s text, a judgment that has nothing to do with Joyce’s performance and everything to do with the grossly uneven staking of the recording’s semiotic content against  its materiality. Yet we do well to recall that surface noise is just as “modernist” as Joyce’s innovative prose. Why do we always forget that? To ask this question brings us back to turntables and students. (Anyone remember them?)
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