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This is the fourth and final post in Sounding

Out!’s July forum on listening in observation of World Listening Day on July 18th, 2013. World

Listening Day is a time to think about the impacts we have on our auditory environments and, in

turn, its affects on us. To read last week’s post by Nicole Furlonge, click here, for Maile Colbert‘s

piece click here and for Regina Bradley’s post (and to read more about World Listening Day) click

here.

This week we have something a little different in store for our readers. The good folks from 

Everything Sounds, Craig Shank and George Drake Jr., wrote a post for us on the role of listening in

their podcast. However, they approached it as a transcript of their podcast. One of the things we

like about Everything Sounds is that their approach to discussing sound is like a conversation, and

so listeners feel like they are hanging out with the hosts as they go on sonic adventures.

Moreover, they have recorded the post as an Everything Sounds podcast episode, so that you can

choose how to experience this blog post: either as a written/visual text, audio text, or read along

while you listen. Also, feel free to respond in our comments section to the listening challenge they

present at the end of the post. We want to hear your stories about sound too!–Liana Silva-Ford,

Managing Editor

—

https://soundstudiesblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/sounding_out.mp3
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“Everything Sounds” logo, courtesy of

the authors.

Craig Shank (CS): I’m Craig Shank

George Drake Jr. (GDJr): …and I’m George Drake Jr.

CS: This is an Everything Sounds blog post.

GDJr: If you’re not familiar with Everything Sounds, it’s a podcast and public radio show about the

ways that sound plays a role in art, science, history, and culture.

CS: Everything Sounds covers stories about instruments made of meteorites, voicemail

confessions, microphone museums, and dozens of other topics.

GDJr: Don’t forget about the time that we somehow managed to get on the subject of using music

to encourage…you know…tortoise-love.

CS: Obviously, radio shows use sound to tell stories. How else would they do it? However, we

wanted to tell stories about sound. The best way to reign in our slightly unwieldy premise was by

asking questions. How do artists use sounds? What sounds result from the natural world, daily

life, and industry? Why is sound important? What can we learn about our own experience through

sound?

GDJr: Sound plays an important role in our lives. It makes sense that it would, right? Sound is

everywhere. Complete silence is virtually impossible.  There’s always something generating a

sound somewhere. That’s good news for us since we’ll always have something to talk about on the

show.

CS: When Sounding Out! approached us about contributing to the blog for World Listening Day, we

were flattered. Then the reality set in. We’re just two guys that make a podcast. It’s unlikely that

anyone would consider us experts. Our education involved studying sound and music, but it was

mostly in the context of creating radio.
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GDJr: We were initially drawn to radio because of music, but over time we began to appreciate how

songs, voices, and sounds were used to share information and tell stories. Radio is a medium that

spoke to our curiosity about the world as well as the role that sound plays in it. After spending so

much time working with and around sound, you can’t help but notice all of the ways it can

influence everyday life.

CS: We aren’t scientists, inventors, acousticians, artists, or anything other than radio producers,

but Everything Sounds allows us to speak with experts and creative people that can help us learn

about the influence that sound has on us.

GDJr: This may be the exact reason why the show resonates with listeners. In many cases, we’re

learning something new right along with you. We’re able to ask questions and make sense of new

information.  After we gather the information we organize everything to make more sense, find

supporting information, check the facts, and try to reassemble all of it in a way that is fun and

engaging.

CS: The reaction to the show is humbling and beyond our expectations. When we started

producing the show we were unaware that it could have a real-world impact. However, we’ve

heard from listeners that thank us for opening up their ears and helping them reconsider the role

of sound in their daily lives. We’ve been touched by stories from listeners with vision difficulties

that tell us how much they appreciate the show and its treatment of sound.

GDJr: One of our listeners commented that their ability to recognize and classify sounds was well-

developed as a result of their condition. They said our show made them want to find ways to

record some of their experiences with sound and share it with others. We’re always delighted to

hear that the show generates any kind of reaction, but it’s especially meaningful when it makes

listeners want to create, investigate, or learn after the show ends.

CS: …and inexplicably, some people actually think we’re funny. I’m not even convinced we’re funny.

GDJr: If we are, it’s probably not intentional. Let’s get back to your point. Making a connection

helps to spark an interest in learning about and exploring sound. If people think Everything

Sounds is funny, informative, entertaining, or “ear-opening,” then we have managed to get people

to think about sound and hearing more deeply. Even if it’s only for a few minutes each week,

sound becomes the center of attention. If we make the show enjoyable for listeners, then we open

doors to topics that they may not have considered in the past.

CS: The wonderful thing about learning is that you don’t have to be an expert to do it. You just

have to be curious. Even the experts use their imagination and curiosity to solve problems and

explore unanswered questions. Accessibility is extremely important when it comes to creating an

intellectual spark that encourages people to stop , think, pick up a book, or search on the internet

for more information. Even though we are sharing information that is new to us, we try to make it

entertaining and less intimidating.

GDJr: We don’t want to overstate our contributions to listeners’ lives. We’re fully aware that we’re

competing for their time and attention. Everything Sounds has probably become background
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noise for many hours of laundry folding, dinner preparing, or late-night driving.  Despite this, we

value all listening and levels of engagement.

CS: By listening to podcasts or radio programs the world can come to you through your

headphones or speakers. If someone can’t make a trip, then we can provide the material to

construct the scene in ears and minds.

GDJr:  So, what are the scenes that we’ve created? Well, in the very beginning,  episode 1 in fact,

we talked to a sound artist named Jesse Seay. Craig and I had no idea what the show would sound

like, how it would be structured, or if anyone would even care. The only thing we knew is that we

wanted to do a feature on her “Mechanical Tide” piece. Sculpture is inherently visual art form that

sometimes may be difficult to translate on the radio. So, we were interested to learn more about

one of many artists that has found a way to incorporate sound elements into their work.   A

simple interview with Jesse would have probably given us enough to work with, but to bring some

life into the story we decided to see the piece in person with her.

https://youtu.be/GIITSBlwgsw

CS: At the University of Chicago we were able to capture Jesse interacting with the piece, talk to

students, and run into tour groups that reacted to Mechanical Tide. This episode taught us a

valuable lesson. Capturing honest, real, and unscripted moments is essential to telling stories

about sound.

GDJr: All of the time and writing in the world couldn’t create moments as memorable as when we

simply keep the tape rolling and listen for the surprising sounds of the real world. We need some

consistency for the sake of telling coherent stories, but including surprising and unexpected audio

adds a great deal to our episodes.

CS: In the first episode of our second season we spoke to Nick Zammuto. He’s a musician that has

performed with The Books and more recently Zammuto. Over the years, Nick simply kept the tape

rolling whenever he could to capture as much of the world around him as possible. Many of these

clips ended up being used in his music.
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GDJr: Nick said, “It’s an obvious rule of physics that, you know, the more you record, the more you

get.” Listening works the same way. The more time you spend listening to the world, the more you

get out of it.

CS: A striking example of this involved a trip to the The Aquarium of the Pacific in Long Beach,

California. Nick was recording in front of the jellyfish tank and captured part of an unsettling

conversation with a father and daughter. This conversation eventually made its way into a song

called “Motherless Bastard” by The Books.

https://youtu.be/iVMJSzFlk4k

GDJr: Nick has a knack for finding ways to use the sounds of everyday life in his musical pieces.

The results are sometimes uncomfortable, humorous, confusing, or odd, but taking sound from its

original context allows us to reconsider its place in the real world and in art. Although Nick often

has a use for his recordings, listening itself often doesn’t need to have a goal to be beneficial.

CS:  Being open to those experiences of everyday life is what makes good listeners. Most of us are

born with the ability to hear the world around us. However, it takes patience and practice to

develop better listening habits. We can learn about other people, the natural world, our

surroundings, and the things we care about by taking a closer listen. Everything Sounds isn’t

meant to encourage a blanket approach to listening, but we do think it encourages people to

consider the way that they listen to the world and what they are neglecting.

GDJr: When was the last time you put away your phone, turned off the TV or radio, and listened to

the sounds in your neighborhood? If you’ve been in nature recently, did you take a moment to

close your eyes and listen to the birds while the wind rustled the leaves on the trees? Have you

thought about how different all of your friends’ laughs sound?
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“Listen to me…” by Flickr user

Michela Mongardi, CC BY 2.0

CS: Listening isn’t just about encountering and acknowledging the cacophony of daily life.

Listening is about taking the time to notice the role that many different sounds play in a

soundscape. Taking the time to process the sounds around you gives you an increased awareness

of the world and your place in it. There is a wealth of information carried in sound waves.

Neglecting that information would be like eating a wonderful meal and not allowing any of it to

touch your taste buds.

GDJr: Deep listening serves practical purposes. It helps us appreciate our favorite music, enjoy the

environment, and understand the people we love. Sounds can bring us joy, alert us to danger,

keep us connected, and help us navigate our world. Listening closely allows you to hear the subtle

details that many others will overlook or ignore. It helps you to become more mindful, in the

moment, and intellectually engaged.

CS: So, take a moment now to listen to the sounds that you may have been blocking out while

reading this post. Consider other times in your life where you may not be paying attention to the

sounds around you. Make an effort to appreciate all that your ears have to offer.

(6-7 second pause)

GDJr: It’s easy to be distracted by bright colors, motion, and other attention-grabbing visual

elements in our culture, but if you make the effort to listen, you’ll be able to hear diverse and

nuanced examples of sounds that can create just as much excitement everywhere.

CS: In the introductory episode of the show we talked about the way sounds shaped us and led us

to create Everything Sounds. In that episode we stated that the goal of the show is not to just

share our own experiences with sound. We want the show to encourage listeners to have their

own journeys with sound. With this blog post, even if you never listen to the show, we hope that

you will recognize your own listening habits and consider ways that you can have a closer

relationship with sound.

GDJr: I think that’s pretty much the whole ball of wax.

CS: Thanks for listening…or reading. Whichever one you’re doing.

GDJR: Or Both!

CS: Thanks to Sounding Out! for giving us this platform to share our enthusiasm for sound.

GDJr: We love meeting other audiophiles and geeking out, so feel free to reach out. We’d love to

hear from you.
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CS: I’m Craig Shank.

GDJr: And I’m George Drake, Jr. Thanks for reading or listening to this Everything Sounds blog post.

—

Featured image photo credit: Everything Sounds duo Craig Shank and George Drake, Jr., image

courtesy of the authors.

—

The hosts of Everything Sounds:

Craig Shank is an Indiana native that developed a passion for music and broadcasting at an early

age. While in college, Craig balanced internships, part-time jobs, and volunteer opportunities that

allowed him to spend most of his time outside of the classroom in broadcast facilities. His interest

in sound and digital media paired with extensive broadcasting experience led Craig to produce

Everything Sounds with his longtime friend and collaborator, George Drake Jr. He is fascinated by

the cosmos and begrudgingly acknowledges his lactose intolerance.

George Drake Jr. grew up in Chicago, but spent time in Indiana and London before returning to the

Windy City. His passion for music and background in theatre as a teenager made George a perfect

fit in the world of radio. Following his involvement at WIUX, WXRT, and WTTS George took his

dedication to his craft to the next level when he traveled overseas to pursue his Masters in Radio

at Goldsmiths College, U. of London. George has consistently allowed his ears and intuition to find

and promote sounds that will have an impact. His favorite band is The Books, he enjoys a spicy

Bloody Mary, and finds any excuse to wear a tie.

—

REWIND! . . .If you liked this post, you may also dig:

Sounding Out! Podcast Episode #2: Building Intimate Performance Venues on the Internet—

Andreas Pape

The Sound of Radiolab: Exploring the “Corwinesque” in 21st Century Public Radio–Alex Russo

Park Sounds: A Kansas City Soundwalk for Fall—Liana Silva

—
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Craig Shank (CS): I’m Craig Shank


George Drake Jr. (GDJr): …and I’m George Drake Jr.


CS: This is an Everything Sounds blog post.


GDJr: If you’re not familiar with Everything Sounds, it’s a podcast and public radio show about the ways that sound plays a role in art, science, history, and culture.


CS: Everything Sounds covers stories about instruments made of meteorites, voicemail confessions, microphone museums, and dozens of other topics.


GDJr: Don’t forget about the time that we somehow managed to get on the subject of using music to encourage…you know…tortoise-love.


CS: Obviously, radio shows use sound to tell stories. How else would they do it? However, we wanted to tell stories about sound. The best way to reign in our slightly unwieldy premise was by asking questions. How do artists use sounds? What sounds result from the natural world, daily life, and industry? Why is sound important? What can we learn about our own experience through sound?


GDJr: Sound plays an important role in our lives. It makes sense that it would, right? Sound is everywhere. Complete silence is virtually impossible.  There’s always something generating a sound somewhere. That’s good news for us since we’ll always have something to talk about on the show.


CS: When Sounding Out! approached us about contributing to the blog for World Listening Day, we were flattered. Then the reality set in. We’re just two guys that make a podcast. It’s unlikely that anyone would consider us experts. Our education involved studying sound and music, but it was mostly in the context of creating radio.


GDJr: We were initially drawn to radio because of music, but over time we began to appreciate how songs, voices, and sounds were used to share information and tell stories. Radio is a medium that spoke to our curiosity about the world as well as the role that sound plays in it. After spending so much time working with and around sound, you can’t help but notice all of the ways it can influence everyday life.


CS: We aren’t scientists, inventors, acousticians, artists, or anything other than radio producers, but Everything Sounds allows us to speak with experts and creative people that can help us learn about the influence that sound has on us.


GDJr: This may be the exact reason why the show resonates with listeners. In many cases, we’re learning something new right along with you. We’re able to ask questions and make sense of new information.  After we gather the information we organize everything to make more sense, find supporting information, check the facts, and try to reassemble all of it in a way that is fun and engaging.


CS: The reaction to the show is humbling and beyond our expectations. When we started producing the show we were unaware that it could have a real-world impact. However, we’ve heard from listeners that thank us for opening up their ears and helping them reconsider the role of sound in their daily lives. We’ve been touched by stories from listeners with vision difficulties that tell us how much they appreciate the show and its treatment of sound.


GDJr: One of our listeners commented that their ability to recognize and classify sounds was well-developed as a result of their condition. They said our show made them want to find ways to record some of their experiences with sound and share it with others. We’re always delighted to hear that the show generates any kind of reaction, but it’s especially meaningful when it makes listeners want to create, investigate, or learn after the show ends.


CS: …and inexplicably, some people actually think we’re funny. I’m not even convinced we’re funny.


GDJr: If we are, it’s probably not intentional. Let’s get back to your point. Making a connection helps to spark an interest in learning about and exploring sound. If people think Everything Sounds is funny, informative, entertaining, or “ear-opening,” then we have managed to get people to think about sound and hearing more deeply. Even if it’s only for a few minutes each week, sound becomes the center of attention. If we make the show enjoyable for listeners, then we open doors to topics that they may not have considered in the past.


CS: The wonderful thing about learning is that you don’t have to be an expert to do it. You just have to be curious. Even the experts use their imagination and curiosity to solve problems and explore unanswered questions. Accessibility is extremely important when it comes to creating an intellectual spark that encourages people to stop , think, pick up a book, or search on the internet for more information. Even though we are sharing information that is new to us, we try to make it entertaining and less intimidating. 


GDJr: We don’t want to overstate our contributions to listeners’ lives. We’re fully aware that we’re competing for their time and attention. Everything Sounds has probably become background noise for many hours of laundry folding, dinner preparing, or late-night driving.  Despite this, we value all listening and levels of engagement.


CS: By listening to podcasts or radio programs the world can come to you through your headphones or speakers. If someone can’t make a trip, then we can provide the material to construct the scene in ears and minds.


GDJr:  So, what are the scenes that we’ve created? Well, in the very beginning,  episode 1 in fact, we talked to a sound artist named Jesse Seay. Craig and I had no idea what the show would sound like, how it would be structured, or if anyone would even care. The only thing we knew is that we wanted to do a feature on her “Mechanical Tide” piece. Sculpture is inherently visual art form that sometimes may be difficult to translate on the radio. So, we were interested to learn more about one of many artists that has found a way to incorporate sound elements into their work.   A simple interview with Jesse would have probably given us enough to work with, but to bring some life into the story we decided to see the piece in person with her.





CS: At the University of Chicago we were able to capture Jesse interacting with the piece, talk to students, and run into tour groups that reacted to Mechanical Tide. This episode taught us a valuable lesson. Capturing honest, real, and unscripted moments is essential to telling stories about sound.


GDJr: All of the time and writing in the world couldn’t create moments as memorable as when we simply keep the tape rolling and listen for the surprising sounds of the real world. We need some consistency for the sake of telling coherent stories, but including surprising and unexpected audio adds a great deal to our episodes.


CS: In the first episode of our second season we spoke to Nick Zammuto. He’s a musician that has performed with The Books and more recently Zammuto. Over the years, Nick simply kept the tape rolling whenever he could to capture as much of the world around him as possible. Many of these clips ended up being used in his music.


GDJr: Nick said, “It’s an obvious rule of physics that, you know, the more you record, the more you get.” Listening works the same way. The more time you spend listening to the world, the more you get out of it.


CS: A striking example of this involved a trip to the The Aquarium of the Pacific in Long Beach, California. Nick was recording in front of the jellyfish tank and captured part of an unsettling conversation with a father and daughter. This conversation eventually made its way into a song called “Motherless Bastard” by The Books.





GDJr: Nick has a knack for finding ways to use the sounds of everyday life in his musical pieces. The results are sometimes uncomfortable, humorous, confusing, or odd, but taking sound from its original context allows us to reconsider its place in the real world and in art. Although Nick often has a use for his recordings, listening itself often doesn’t need to have a goal to be beneficial.


CS:  Being open to those experiences of everyday life is what makes good listeners. Most of us are born with the ability to hear the world around us. However, it takes patience and practice to develop better listening habits. We can learn about other people, the natural world, our surroundings, and the things we care about by taking a closer listen. Everything Sounds isn’t meant to encourage a blanket approach to listening, but we do think it encourages people to consider the way that they listen to the world and what they are neglecting.


GDJr: When was the last time you put away your phone, turned off the TV or radio, and listened to the sounds in your neighborhood? If you’ve been in nature recently, did you take a moment to close your eyes and listen to the birds while the wind rustled the leaves on the trees? Have you thought about how different all of your friends’ laughs sound?
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CS: Listening isn’t just about encountering and acknowledging the cacophony of daily life. Listening is about taking the time to notice the role that many different sounds play in a soundscape. Taking the time to process the sounds around you gives you an increased awareness of the world and your place in it. There is a wealth of information carried in sound waves. Neglecting that information would be like eating a wonderful meal and not allowing any of it to touch your taste buds.


GDJr: Deep listening serves practical purposes. It helps us appreciate our favorite music, enjoy the environment, and understand the people we love. Sounds can bring us joy, alert us to danger, keep us connected, and help us navigate our world. Listening closely allows you to hear the subtle details that many others will overlook or ignore. It helps you to become more mindful, in the moment, and intellectually engaged.


CS: So, take a moment now to listen to the sounds that you may have been blocking out while reading this post. Consider other times in your life where you may not be paying attention to the sounds around you. Make an effort to appreciate all that your ears have to offer.


 


 


(6-7 second pause)


GDJr: It’s easy to be distracted by bright colors, motion, and other attention-grabbing visual elements in our culture, but if you make the effort to listen, you’ll be able to hear diverse and nuanced examples of sounds that can create just as much excitement everywhere.


CS: In the introductory episode of the show we talked about the way sounds shaped us and led us to create Everything Sounds. In that episode we stated that the goal of the show is not to just share our own experiences with sound. We want the show to encourage listeners to have their own journeys with sound. With this blog post, even if you never listen to the show, we hope that you will recognize your own listening habits and consider ways that you can have a closer relationship with sound.


GDJr: I think that’s pretty much the whole ball of wax.


CS: Thanks for listening…or reading. Whichever one you’re doing.


GDJR: Or Both!


CS: Thanks to Sounding Out! for giving us this platform to share our enthusiasm for sound.


GDJr: We love meeting other audiophiles and geeking out, so feel free to reach out. We’d love to hear from you.


CS: I’m Craig Shank.


GDJr: And I’m George Drake, Jr. Thanks for reading or listening to this Everything Sounds blog post.


—


Featured image photo credit: Everything Sounds duo Craig Shank and George Drake, Jr., image courtesy of the authors.
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The hosts of Everything Sounds:


Craig Shank is an Indiana native that developed a passion for music and broadcasting at an early age. While in college, Craig balanced internships, part-time jobs, and volunteer opportunities that allowed him to spend most of his time outside of the classroom in broadcast facilities. His interest in sound and digital media paired with extensive broadcasting experience led Craig to produce Everything Sounds with his longtime friend and collaborator, George Drake Jr. He is fascinated by the cosmos and begrudgingly acknowledges his lactose intolerance.


George Drake Jr. grew up in Chicago, but spent time in Indiana and London before returning to the Windy City. His passion for music and background in theatre as a teenager made George a perfect fit in the world of radio. Following his involvement at WIUX, WXRT, and WTTS George took his dedication to his craft to the next level when he traveled overseas to pursue his Masters in Radio at Goldsmiths College, U. of London. George has consistently allowed his ears and intuition to find and promote sounds that will have an impact. His favorite band is The Books, he enjoys a spicy Bloody Mary, and finds any excuse to wear a tie.


—
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REWIND! . . .If you liked this post, you may also dig:


Sounding Out! Podcast Episode #2: Building Intimate Performance Venues on the Internet—Andreas Pape


The Sound of Radiolab: Exploring the “Corwinesque” in 21st Century Public Radio–Alex Russo


Park Sounds: A Kansas City Soundwalk for Fall—Liana Silva


—


