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On March 10th 2017, The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe and Indigenous grassroots leaders called upon
allies across the United States and around the world to peacefully March on Washington DC. The
March on Washington was to exist, resist, and rise in solidarity with the Indigenous peoples of the
world whose rights protect mother earth for the future generations of all. The March on
Washington was a reaction to the United States government’'s unwillingness to be accountable for
the construction recent Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) on the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe’s land.
This and other subsequent events such as the election of a new administration, increasing
threats to native land, and violence of the police have galvanized indigenous communities in the
last four months. Thousands have taken to the streets and to rural sites of political occupation.

Join Marcella Ernest as she discusses the sounds of these protests with Nancy Mithlo. They
discuss the noises made by the minds, bodies, and songs of those who have taken to public
spaces to confront and object to the current political moment. Understanding the sonic elements
of protest helps us to better understand how protest is heard and felt.

Marcella Ernest is a Native American (Ojibwe) interdisciplinary video artist and scholar. Her work
combines electronic media with sound design with film and photography in a variety of formats;
using multi-media installations incorporating large-scale projections and experimental film
aesthetics. Currently living in California, Marcella is completing an interdisciplinary Ph.D. in
American Studies at the University of New Mexico. Drawing upon a Critical Indigenous Studies
framework to explore how “Indianness” and Indigenity are represented in studies of American and
Indigenous visual and popular culture, her primary research is an engagement with contemporary
Native art to understand how members of colonized groups use a re-mix of experimental video
and sound design as a means for cultural and political expressions of resistance.

Nancy Mithlo teaches in the Art History and Visual Arts department at Occidental as an Associate
Professor while also working at the Autry in program development, exhibition planning and
community outreach. She comes to Occidental from the University of Wisconsin at Madison, where
she was an Associate Professor of Art History and American Indian studies. Prior to joining the
Wisconsin faculty in 2001, Mithlo taught at Smith College, Santa Fe Community College, the
University of New Mexico and the Institute of American Arts.
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On March 10th 2017, The Standing Rock Sioux Tribe and Indigenous grassroots leaders called upon allies across the United States and around the world to peacefully March on Washington DC. The March on Washington was to exist, resist, and rise in solidarity with the Indigenous peoples of the world whose rights protect mother earth for the future generations of all. The March on Washington was a reaction to the United States government’s unwillingness to be accountable for the construction recent Dakota Access Pipeline (DAPL) on the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe’s land. This and other subsequent events such as the election of a new administration, increasing threats to native land, and violence of the police have galvanized indigenous communities in the last four months. Thousands have taken to the streets and to rural sites of political occupation.
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