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This podcast focuses on the sonic landscapes of unwelcome which women

and femmes of color step into when we walk down the street, take the bus, and navigate public

and professional spaces. Women of color must navigate harassment, violent, and sexually abusive

language and noise in public space. While walking to the market or bus, a man or many might yell

at us, blow us an unwanted kiss, comment on our bodies, describe explicit sexual acts, or call us

“bitch.” The way that women and femmes do or do not respond to such unwelcome language can

result in retaliation and escalated violence. A type of harm reduction, women often wear

headphones and listen to music while in public for the specific purpose of cancelling out the

hostile sonic landscape into which we are walking. The way that women and femmes make use of

technology and music as a tool of survival in hostile sonic landscapes is a form of femme tech as

well as femme defense. What sort of psychological and emotional effect does constant and

repeated exposure to abusive noise have on the minds and bodies of women of color?

Locatora Radio is a Radiophonic Novela  hosted by Mala Muñoz and Diosa Femme, two self-

identified locxs. Also known as “Las Mamis of Myth & Bullshit”, Las Locatoras make space for the

exploration and celebration of the experiences, brilliance, creativity, and legacies of femmes and

womxn of color. Each Capitulo of Locatora Radio is made with love and brujeria, a moment in time

made by brown girls, for brown girls. Listen as Las Locatoras keep brown girl hour and discuss the

layers and levels of femmeness and race, mental health, trauma, gender experience, sexuality, and

oppression.

AI Transcript: Sonic Landscapes of Unwelcome

–

Mala Muñoz is a writer, advocate, and crisis counselor from Los Angeles. Her writing profiles Latinx

artists and creators and has been featured online in VIBE Magazine’s VIBE Viva section. A self-

defense instructor and one half of Locatora Radio, Mala’s work online and in real life focuses on

the creativity, genius, and legacies of women and survivors of color.
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Diosa Femme is a Peruana-Mexicana from Los Angeles. She’s a model for Mi Vida Boutique, and

co-founder of Locatora Radio. She intentionally creates and sustains virtual and material spaces

that promote alternative self and collective healing work for queer femmes and womxn of color. 

Catch her on Instagram, making magic, conjuring self-love, and sharing selfies

–

Featured image of Mala and Diosa is used with permission by the authors.

—

REWIND! . . .If you liked this post, you may also dig:

Chicana Soundscapes: Introduction — Michelle Habell-Pallán

If La Llorona Was a Punk Rocker: Detonguing The Off-Key Caos and Screams of Alice Bag– Marlen

Ríos-Hernández

Sounding Out! Podcast #60: Standing Rock, Protest, Sound, and Power (Part 1) – Marcella Ernest
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